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FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY FAMILY - DECEMBER 28, 2025

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -
Saturday, Jan 03 - 4:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - fFor the Faithful
Sunday, Jan 04 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea Church, Canso - 1Seward Armsworthy

NEW YEARS EVE/NEW YEAR DAY MASSES-
Wednesday, Dec 31 - 4:00 pm St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - fFor the Faithful
Thursday, Jan 01 - New Years Day,11:00 am- Star of the Sea, Canso - {For the Faithful

WEEKDAY MASS TIME - NO MASS

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S READINGS — The Model Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
In the feast of the Holy Family, the Church presents the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as
a model for Christian living. This celebration is apt in a world where different social and
psychological forces drive families more and more apart in a process that usually leads to
divorce and separation. The statistics on this phenomenon are as alarming as they are
confounding. The man of the house can learn Joseph’s virtue of humility and kindness
manifested in his disposition not to disgrace Mary when she was found to be with Child. The
woman of the house can learn Mary’s fiat and constant yes to God and her husband. A holy
woman is like a mortar that holds the bricks of the family together. Children can learn Jesus’
humility and obedience. Despite his divine nature, he stayed under the control of his human
parents and lived, according to Luke’s Gospel, in obedience to them. As we also end the
year, let every family do a stocktaking and find its place in the scheme of life.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — 20"/21%' Dec. 2025

Star of the Sea

Envelopes (20) 330.00

Loose 5.00

Winter Fuel (1) 20.00

Xmas Flower Donations 300.00

Memory Tree 1,020.00 =/
St. Agnes Cllveaile:
Envelopes (16) 275.00 @rg@&-
Memory Tree 620.00 &

St. Joseph’s

Envelopes (17) 232.00

Loose 5.00

Memory Tree 40.00

Missal 8.00



http://www.cansoparishes.org/

Memory Ball Tree -This will be up from Nov. 2" — Jan. 4*. Minimum donation will be $5.00,
and a loved one’s name will be written on a ball for the tree. Donations will be deposited into
the Parish of your choice. Forms are available at the entrance of the Church.

Gift Card Ticket Proceeds- $866.00. Thanks for the support.

Mass Venue Change: This is to inform all the Parishioners of Star of the Sea that we will be
moving back to the Church Vestry for our Masses. This change has taken effect from the
weekend of 23 November 2025.

Ministries Schedule - New Year’s Day — Jan. 01 2026
Lector — Marie Parker

Ministries Schedule — January 04 2026
Lector — Ginny Boudreau
Cleaners — Jan. 04 - 10 — “Baker Girls”

Money Bingo: Every Sunday. The time is 7:00 pm.
Chase the Ace: Starts again Thursday January 08, 2026 @ 7:00 pm

Card Plays: Every Tuesday, and it starts at 7:30 pm

MEMORIAL XMAS FLOWER DONATIONS:

We wish to acknowledge donations in memory of:
Harry & Lucy Horne
Lawrence & Emily Dort
Ed Roberts
Ronnie Horne
George & Bertha O’Hearn
Jean Horne & Family
Hazel & John Phalen
Annie & John Richard
Members of Jean/Dana Feltmate’s Family
Members of the Armsworthy Family
Members of the Harnish Family

Toward an 'unarmed and disarming' peace:

Message of Pope Leo XIV for World Day of Peace, January 1

"The contrast between darkness and light is not only a biblical image describing the labor
pains of a new world being born; it is also an experience that unsettles us and affects us amid
the trials we face in our historical circumstances. In order to overcome the darkness, it is
necessary to see the light and believe in it. This is a call that Jesus’ disciples are invited to
live in a unique and privileged way; yet it also finds its way into every human heart. Peace
exists; it wants to dwell within us. It has the gentle power to enlighten and expand our
understanding; it resists and overcomes violence. Peace is a breath of the eternal: while to
evil we cry out “Enough,” to peace we whisper “Forever.” Into this horizon the Risen One has
led us. Sustained by this conviction, even amid what Pope Francis called “a third world war
fought piecemeal,” peacemakers continue to resist the spread of darkness, standing as
sentinels in the night."




Read the Message:
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampal/en/bollettino/pubblico/
2025/12/18/251218a.html

Closing of the Jubilee Year: In accordance with the Vatican's instructions for the closing of
the Jubilee Year, our Bishop will celebrate Mass:

Sunday, December 28, Feast of the Holy Family

10:30 am at St. Ninian Cathedral, Antigonish

Can you help? The Community Volunteer Income Tax Program has identified an
immediate need for volunteers to help prepare simple tax and benefit returns for those in
need in our community. Visit canada.ca/taxes-volunteer or call 1-866-837-1531 to volunteer
today!

December 28. 2025 « Feast of the Holy Family « Year A

A Holy, Human Family

This Week’'s Readings at Mass

» Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 - Duties toward parents »
Colossians 3:12-21 - The practice of virtues » Matthew 2
:13-15, 19-23 - The flight to Egypt
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With the story of Jesus’ birth still fresh in our minds
on this first Sunday after Christmas, the church uses
the opportunity to celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Family with all of the readings focused on families.
The Gospel readings are from Matthew this year, so
the focus this week is on Jesus earthly father, Joseph.
(When we read from the Gospel of Luke, the focus is
on his mother, Mary.)

If the story of Jesus’ birth warmed our hearts with

its tale of the star over Bethlehem and the magi who
traveled long distances to worship and bring him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, the story today
takes a terrible turn. Mary and Joseph have no time
to savor his birth or let the wonder of the magi’s visit
sink in because suddenly their baby’s life is in danger.
Like millions of refugees throughout history, they
must flee their home country on short notice with
just a vague sense of a distant destination. Because
they trust the guidance the angel gave Joseph in a
dream, they save their son’s life.

Tragically, however, many families lost sons to
Herod’s cruelty when he ordered all baby boys killed
in his efforts to kill Jesus. (These verses are omitted
from the Gospel passage today.) So the Feast of the
Holy Family is not “The Feast of the Perfect Family
in a Perfect World” The Church celebrates
this family today because of Mary and
Joseph's willingness to say “yes” to rais-
ing God’s son, even though it brought
them great fear, anxiety, uncertainty,

and even anguish because
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“Put on love. And let the peace of Christ control
your hearts, the peace into which you were also
called in one body.”

Sheepish Question:

When have I been less than understanding with
members of my own family or faith community?

they did not escape any challenges of being a human
family.

Questions of the Week

Does it change anything for you to think about

" Jesus’ family in terms of being a refugee family

like so many millions today and throughout history?
How so?

Mary and Joseph changed course unexpectedly
when they needed to in order to protect
Jesus’ life. When have you had to change direction
suddenly? Can you see the hand of God at work in
that change??

Word of the Week « Copyright © 2019 Ann Naffziger.
Published by the Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com. All
rights reserved.
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