STAR OF THE SEA, CANSO
ST. AGNES, LITTLE DOVER

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL, QUEENSPORT
ST. JOSEPH’S, PORT FELIX

PASTOR: FR. JONATHAN OBINNA NNAJIOFOR, 366-2927
CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME 358-2346

The complete text of this bulletin is also available on the parish's website at
www.cansoparishes.org

1°T SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A - NOVEMBER 30, 2025

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, Dec 06 - 4:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - tRev. Robert Cashin
Sunday, Dec 07 -9:30 a.m. St. Agnes Church Hall, Little Dover - tDonald Bouchie, Jr.
Sunday, Dec 07 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea Church, Canso - fJohn Baker

WEEKDAY MASS TIME
Thursday, Dec 04 - 6:00 p.m. - St. Anthony’s Chapel, Canso - ¥For the faithful

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S READINGS — Watch! Be Prepared! Be on our Guard!

Advent, which is the period of preparation for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
commences today. We are obligated to prepare ourselves in order to celebrate in a worthy
manner the greatest act of love and condescension which God in his infinite goodness
decided to do for us, his creatures. God sent his divine Son to become one like us, so that we
may become his adopted children and share in the divine life. This is what we celebrate at
Christmas annually. Advent offers us a glorious opportunity to look into our lives, do a sort of
introspection and discover if we are really living as genuine brothers and sisters of Christ. We
have to be ready and keep awake, as we have been instructed in the gospel today. Being
awake involves casting off the works of darkness and putting on the armour of light, and
conducting ourselves becomingly as in the day; not engaging in a life of drunkenness,
debauchery, and licentiousness. Hence, let us ‘Watch! Be prepared! Be on our guard!’ This
watching is a dramatic way of speaking about our connectedness to God. It is about
developing an awareness of what God is doing for us in the present to make us participants
in the future glory that He alone can grant us. Advent is a season of self-awareness. Let us
pray that we may have the courage to cast off the darkness of our lives, shed the masks that
we wear, and put on Christ, the only reality needed for our eternal life.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — 22"/23 Nov. 2025
1Star of the Sea

Envelopes (24) 330.00

Loose 10.00

Winter Fuel 60.00

St. Agnes ALY,
Envelopes (16) 215.00 (! NI
Winter Fuel (1) 20.00 %g’ 2
Cemetery Donation IMO 25.00

Hall of Roof Repairs IMO 20.00

St. Joseph’s

Envelopes (18) 265.00

Winter Fuel 50.00




Memory Ball Tree -This will be up from Nov. 2" — Jan. 4*. Minimum donation will be $5.00,
and a loved one’s name will be written on a ball for the tree. Donations will be deposited into
the Parish of your choice. Forms are available at the entrance of the Church.

Mass Venue Change: This is to inform all the Parishioners of Star of the Sea that we will be
moving back to the Church Vestry for our Masses. This change has taken effect from the
weekend of 23 November 2025.

Property & Finance Committee Meeting — This will be held on Tuesday, 4" Nov. 2025 at
4:00 pm. If you have anything that you want to be discussed, please send it to any member of
the committee.

Christmas Bazaar: This will be coming up on 6" December 2025 at 12:00 PM. The venue
will be at the Canso-Hazel Hill Volunteer Fire Department Hall.

Bingo — This starts at 2:00 PM.

Card Play: This will be at 7:30 PM. The cost is $10.00. Bingo Prizes are needed. There is a
sign-up sheet at the back of the Church for things that are needed. Thanks so much for your
usual cooperation.

Parish Council Meeting — They will be meeting on Tuesday, 9" Dec. 2025 at 4:30 pm. The
venue will be St. Agnes Church Hall, Little Dover.

Ministries Schedule — November 07 2025
Lector — Ginny Boudreau
Cleaners — Dec. 07 - 13 — “Baker Girls”

Money Bingo: Every Sunday. The time is 7:00 pm.

Christmas Craft Market: The Bake Sale will be on Sunday, 7" December 2025, at 1:00 pm.
Please, we are appealing to people for the baked goods that are needed for this fundraising.

Card Plays: Every Tuesday, and it starts at 7:30 pm

Bingo Game: Our last Bingo Game will be on 29" Nov. 2025. It will resume next spring,
2026. Thanks for all the support for this Parish fundraiser.

Mass Time Change: This is to inform all the Parishioners that the Mass time for St. Joseph’s
Church, Port Felix, has changed to 4:00 pm until next Spring. This change takes effect from

this weekend, 22" November 2025.

Tickets for Christmas Basket: 10 Baskets with the approximate value of $50-$700. The
ticket is $2.00 each. Please contact any member of the church for tickets. The draw date will
be 29" Nov. 2025

Advent begins November 30

Diocesan hermit Sheila O'Handley will provide a weekly reflection to invite and deepen our
Advent journey.

"Advent and Christmas can evoke soul-heart questions that have frequented the human spirit
from the beginning of human consciousness...Hopefully, during Advent, these reflections will
provide an opportunity to enter the landscape of the soul-heart, and in a spirit of
contemplative pondering, ground us in HOPE to trust LIFE. "

Read Sheila's reflections and more on our website:
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/celebrating-advent-2025/



https://antigonishdiocese.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46108c95b96680ff598b4aa1d&id=3d85f166f7&e=35eed1b6cc

Lights of Love Campaign 2025

RK MacDonald Nursing Home Foundation

Dedicate a Christmas tree bulb in memory of a deceased loved one or honour someone
presently in your life. Your donation will be used to provide “Resident Mobility Companions”,
which are not covered by the day-to-day operation of the facility.

The Lights of Love Service is at 2:00 pm on Sunday, December 7 2025, and the Lights of
Love tree will be lit during the service. Following prayers, dedications and carols,
refreshments will be served in the R.K. Dining Room.

Donations can be e-transferred to. Please include your mailing address in the
"notes/comments" section for a tax receipt.

November 30, 2025 +1st Sunday of Advent » Year A
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Not Meant to Frighten e [ i

This Week’s Readings at Mass H' 4 (T WALT in Jeveol
» Isaiah 2:1-5 - Zion, the messianic capital
» Romans 13:11-14 - Christian use of time
» Matthew 24:37-44 - The need for watchfulness

/G T

MY NAME’S HOwiE

D

. . . . L] 1

This reading can be unsettling. A reminder of how so

many died in the catastrophe of the flood in No-

ah’s time, the image of some people being snatched

away from their work while others are “left behind,”

the description of a thief coming in the night - all

are disturbing images. The final words of the pas-

sage “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son “It is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.
; : » For our salvation is nearer now than when we

of Man is coming at an unexpected hour” can feel

" . . ; first believed.”
frightening in this regard. Sheepish Question:

What holiday preparations are taking my
attention away from the coming of the Lord?

In Jesus” time, when his Jewish people were oppressed
under Roman rule, they envisioned God’s arrival
in terms as we have just heard. Rather than being
frightened at the prospect, they looked forward in to live, or a month, or a day, what would we want to
hope to God’s arrival in the world to pronounce final be doing up until the end? Posting on social media?

judgment. When Jesus used the term “the coming” of Working overtime? Eating or drinking until we feel
the Son of Man, he used the Greek word “parousia” sick? Probably not.

At that time, it referred to the arrival of a ruler, god,
or deity who would visit a particular city or his peo-
ple and bring salvation to them. Jesus was reminding
them to hang onto that hope as they waited for what ed. How would Jesus want us to spend our time if

This passage is an invitation to reevaluate how we
spend our time - and to not take tomorrow for grant-

we were to die tomorrow? Let’s awaken to that - and
start today.

must have seemed like forever.

Today our attention

is more likely caught Questions of the Week

up on the daily mat- _.
ters at hand rather \ 1 " Thinking about people and
than longing for ./ peoples today and throughout
God to put an end to history who have been oppressed
a miserable world. and mistreated, can you see how they
If that is the case, might find hope in such a passage?
s chall S us —

ISSuE e /" What do you want to be more
to stay awake, be \ L) . hi ;
more alert. and be =/ vigilant about this upcoming

N > T week? How do you think Jesus is
‘Z rre doing l:\; cauﬁz inviting you to spend your valuable

1

’ time and energy?
we don’t know when gy

things might change
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