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5™ SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A - MARCH 22, 2026

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -
Saturday, March 28 - 4:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - ¥For the Faithful
Sunday, March 29 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea Church, Canso - fPat Vincent Parker

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES -
Wednesday, March 25 - 2:00 p.m. - St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - vFor the Faithful
Thursday, March 26 - 6:00 p.m. - St. Anthony’s Chapel, Canso - YFor the Faithful

REFLECTION ON TODAY'’S READINGS — There is More to Life than Death!

Death leads to despair. We feel so much pain at the death of a family member, friend,
neighbour, pet, etc., because we can no longer see them and have a relationship with them.
We begin to remember how good they used to make us feel and the roles they played in our
lives. We begin to imagine how empty life will be without them. Mary and Martha also shared
these human sentiments. They experienced the pain and agony of all who have lost their
loved ones. But something in them told them that there is more to life than death. Hence, they
called on Jesus — “Lord, if you were here, our brother would not have died ...” Mary and
Martha did not wait on chance. God had already said it through the prophet Ezekiel, “O my
people, | will open your graves and have you rise from them.” In their moment of pain, Mary
and Martha called on Jesus to intervene - who do you call upon in your moment of pain
and loss?

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — 14"/15™ March 2026
Star of the Sea

Envelopes (15) 315.00
Winter Fuel (2) 40.00

St. Agnes

Envelopes (12) 185.00

St. Joseph’s

Envelopes ( ) N/A

Confirmation Class Sign-up: We are calling on all parents who have kids between Grades 8
— 12 who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and are willing to do so to register
by calling the Parish Office or sending an email to frjonathan@cansoparishes.org. You can

also sign up by clicking/copying this link - https://forms.gle/R5TtfpdfBxr2wxxG9

Butterfly Memory Tree — This will be up from April 5" to May 24". The cost is $5.00 per
name (in memory of a loved one). This is for both Star of the Sea and St. Agnes Churches.

Ministries Schedule — March 29, 2026
Lector — Ginny Boudreau
**PassionNarrative Readers:

Paul Smith & Eileen Carrigan

Cleaners — March 29 — Apr. 04 — Harry Delorey


mailto:frjonathan@cansoparishes.org
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Money Bingo: Every Sunday. The time is 7:00 pm.

Chase the Ace: This takes place every Thursday @ 7:00-8:00 pm.

Prize Bingo: Prizes are needed for this Prinze Bingo Event. We solicit your generous
donation towards this event. The date of the event is yet to be determined.

Tickets are available on a donated 8000-watt generator. The draw date will be April 26,
2026.

Card Plays — Every Tuesday, and it starts at 7:30 pm.

Mass Time Change — This is to all the parishioners of St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix, that
we will be returning to our regular Mass time of Saturdays at 6:00 pm starting 11" April
2026.

Lenten Reconciliation Service

Date: Monday 23" March 2026

Venue: Star of the Sea, Canso (Church Vestry)
Time: 6:00 pm

HOLY WEEK/EASTER MASS SCHEDULES 2026
Holy Thursday - 7:00 pm
Good Friday - 3:00 pm
Easter Vigil - 8:30 pm
Easter Sunday - 9:30 am Little Dover
Easter Sunday -11:00 am Port Felix
N/B: All the services will be at Star of the Sea Church, Canso, NS

Holy Land Collection: The Good Friday Collection helps to maintain the Church of the Holy
Land by providing educational, pastoral, and social support of Catholic youth and families
committed to living their faith in the land where Christ lived, and by maintaining the Holy Sites
that are so important to the faith of Christians everywhere. At the request of the Holy See, this
Pontifical Collection will be taken during the Good Friday celebration on April 3, 2026.
Those who are unable to attend the service, or who prefer to contribute online, may use
Credit Cards, Interac, or Canadahelps, accessible at. www.commissariat.ca, in the
“Support Us” link.

Fr. Robert Mokry, o.f.m., Commissary of the Holy Land in Canada

May 8 - Spring Deadline for Applications

to the Bishop Power Foundation

The late Bishop William Power recognized the importance of the laity in strengthening
Christian faith in today’s modern world. A family charitable foundation in his name continues
to support: individuals in university Catholic Studies (full or part time) and

non-profit groups that:

a) empower the poor and/or

b) develop the laity for their Christian role within the church

and/or

c) aid the missionary activity of the church

Applications are accepted each spring and fall for consideration. The foundation typically
distributes up to $25,000 annually to successful applicants.

Deadline is May 8 for consideration this spring.

To apply or for more information, visit: www.bishoppowerfoundation.ca
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Unedited Emotions

This Week'’s Readings at Mass

» Ezekiel 37:12-14 - Promise of resurrection
» Romans 8:8-11 - The flesh and the Spirit
» John 11:1-45 - The raising of Lazarus

— B

Although not all Catholics will recognize the first
reading from Ezekiel in which God promises to raise
the dead from their graves, most, if not all, Jews of
Jesus’ time would have been familiar with it. Cer-
tainly, Jesus knew of this prophecy, and so would
his friends, Mary and Martha, who perhaps had this
reading on their minds when their brother Lazarus
died. In the second reading, Paul also wrote about
physical death and his trust that God will raise the
dead. All three readings, then, point to a reason for
hope and belief that death will not have the final
word.

This excerpt from the story of the raising of
Lazarus gives us further evidence of the full hu-
manity of Jesus. Other Gospel passages tell us of
the normal human emotions Jesus experienced
because, indeed, he did become one of us. He
was not above feelings of impatience, anger,

or tenderness. At times, he was moved by

pity, felt compassion, and experienced fear,
sadness, and even despair. In this Gospel story,
he is deeply disturbed, and he weeps at the
death of his friend Lazarus. Jesus was God in
human form, but he experienced feelings and
reactions typical to all of us.

As a good Jew, Jesus knew the Psalms well,
and he quoted them freely, for example, as
he cried out to God from the cross, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Mt 27:46) which is taken directly
from Psalm 22:1. Like the psalmists,

Jesus trusted that God could handle

the unedited versions of what he was
thinking and feeling. (The story also
shows us that the human Jesus could
handle the unedited versions of

what other people were thinking

and feeling—he does not chide

Mary for her blunt accusation

- So much for Z
self-sufficiency-

o)
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“You shall know that I am the Lord when I open
your graves and have you rise from them.”
Sheepish Question:
In what ways do I need to strengthen my belief in

God's power, particularly in the truth
of resurrection?

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died”) We only do ourselves
a disservice if we think we have to deny our
true feelings to come before God. If we be-
lieve God knows us better than we know
ourselves, we can’t hide what we are feeling
anyway. So let’s give God the benefit of
the doubt and trust that God can work
with whatever we bring in its most raw
form, just as Mary brought her honest
response to Jesus.

Questions of the Week

Do you find it helpful to

think of Jesus in human terms
experiencing the full range of human
emotions? Why or why not?

What emotions or feelings might
these readings and reflections be
inviting you to admit and express more fully
in this coming week: to yourself, a trusted
friend, or to God?
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