STAR OF THE SEA, CANSO
ST. AGNES, LITTLE DOVER

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL, QUEENSPORT
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PASTOR: FR. JONATHAN OBINNA NNAJIOFOR, 902-366-2927 or 613-929-7089
CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME, 902-358-2346

The complete text of this bulletin is also available on the parish's website at www.cansoparishes.org

21°T SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME YEAR A — AUGUST 23, 2026

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, August 29 - 4:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul’'s Church, Queensport - ¥For the Faithful
Saturday, August 29 - 6:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - 1Francis & Velda Cashin
Sunday, August 30 - 9:30 a.m. St. Agnes Church Hall, Little Dover - NO MASS

Sunday, August 30 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea, Canso - 1 Bobby James Roberts

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES -
Thursday, August 27, 2026 - 6:00 p.m. — Seaside Manor, Canso - YFor the Faithful

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S READINGS — Who is Christ for me? And Who Am | before
God? -- Reflecting on the readings of today, two elements come to mind: identity and
feedback. Jesus’ question to his apostles, and by extension to us, touches on identity and
feedback. | think, to effectively answer Jesus’ question, we must first find out who we are
before Cod. We are his children, redeemed by his only-begotten Son and made heirs of his
kingdom. This means that we are Christians and belong to Christ. Our identity as Christians is
rooted in Christ and no other. The element of feedback is akin to both self-examination and
other-centered evaluation. Was Jesus doing self-examination and needing others’ evaluation
of his ministry? Certainly not! His question was for the benefit of his listeners and followers
down to our time. It is for us to know who we are before God through self-evaluation and to
engage in other-centered evaluation through the sacrament of reconciliation periodically.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — 15"/16" August 2026

Star of the Sea

Envelopes (22) 395.00

Winter Fuel (2) 40.00

Loose 45.00

St. Agnes

Envelopes (12) 190.00

Loose 5.00

St. Joseph'’s

Envelopes () N/A 40N,
1St. Vincent de Paul Slhawiley
Envelopes (2) 40.00 %‘
Loose 5.00 &

Confirmation Class Sign-up: We are calling on all parents who have kids between Grades 8
— 12 who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and are willing to do so to register
by calling the Parish Office or sending an email to frjonathan@cansoparishes.org. You can

also sign up by clicking/copying this link - https://forms.gle/R5TtfpdfBxr2wxxG9

Cemetery Notice — All Parishes: This is a reminder that the Cemetery maintenance fee of
$50.00 is now due. It can be paid in a lump sum or in installments. All support is very much
appreciated.
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Wooden Crosses for Unmarked Graves:

This is to once again remind the parishioners that we still have available well-made wooden
crosses that can be used for the graves of our loved ones that have no headstone markers in
the cemetery. Pls feel free to come to the office and pick one, if you wish.

Regatta Fundraising Events — The proceeds from the Chowder Lunch were $1,320.00,
and from the Cake Wheel were $2,541.50. Special thanks to the organizers of these
fundraising events for making it a great success and also to all who participated.

Ministries Schedule — August 30, 2026
Lector — Eileen Carrigan
Cleaners — August 23 — 29 - Harry DelLorey

Church Steeple Repairs -

This is to inform the parishioners that the wind damage to the church steeple has been
repaired (only that the colour of the shingles used was different). NS Roofing Inc. did this,
and the cost of the repairs was $4,902.00. If anyone wants to help out by making a donation
towards the cost, that will be greatly appreciated.

Mass at Canso Seaside Manor — This is to inform all the parishioners who might be
interested that we are going to celebrate Mass with our Seniors on the 27™ of August 2026 at
1:30 pm.

Mass Cancellation — This is to inform you that there is not going to be any Mass at the Hall
next weekend. Our weekend Masses resume on the weekend of 6" Sept. 2026.

Bingo Game - Every Saturday, starting at 7:30 pm.

New Appointment

for Diocese of Edmundston

On August 15, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV accepted the resignation of the Most Reverend
Claude Champagne, O.M.l., Bishop of Edmundston, and appointed the Most Reverend
Michel Proulx, O. Praem., Bishop of Bathurst, as Apostolic Administrator sede vacante of
the Diocese of Edmundston.

Bishop Champagne served as Auxiliary Bishop of Halifax from 2003-2009, when he was
appointed Bishop of Edmundston.

Bishop Proulx has served institutes of consecrated life in a number of capacities over the
years. Since fall 2023, he has hosted a biblical program on Radio VM and Radio Galilée. He
has also written several books. On 28 October 2023, he was appointed by Pope Francis as
Bishop of Bathurst. He received episcopal ordination on 25 January 2024.

Do you receive our diocesan newsletters?

Seven Ears of Grain is emailed each Monday morning, with news and events from our
diocese and parishes, plus news and resources from the Vatican and national offices.
Witness of Hope is our seasonal newsletter.

To subscribe, visit https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/newsletter/

or email jennifer@dioceseofantigonish.ca
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Mass for Shut-Ins has concluded its 63™ Season
Masses are available to watch on demand on our diocesan website and YouTube channel.

If you would like to make a donation to Mass for Shut-Ins, please contact Nick Vince
at nick@dioceseofantigonish.ca or by phone at (902) 539-6188 ext. 222

August 23, 2026 » 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time * Year A

A Rocky Character

This Week’s Readings at Mass

» |saiah 22:15, 19-23 - Eliakim chosen by God »
Romans 11:33-36 - Praise of God

» Matthew 16:13-20 - Peter the rock

—— B B

The Gospel reading picks up on images of keys and

a key holder from the first reading from Isaiah. Keys
signify ultimate power over the palace; the one with
the keys has the authority to decide who is allowed
in and who is kept out. When Jesus promises Peter
the “keys to the kingdom of heaven,” he raises him to
a place of high authority as well. This is the Gospel
passage that gives us the image of St. Peter guarding
the “pearly gates” and controlling access to heaven.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all include this Gospel
story of Jesus asking his disciples who the people
think he is. They all include Peter’s correct answer
that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God.
It is only Matthew’s Gospel that incorporates the next
few verses upholding Peter as the foundation of the
church and the “keeper of the keys” to the kingdom
of heaven.

Catholics look back to this story as the basis for
their belief in Peter as the first pope and the idea of
apostolic succession. Traditionally it has been un-
derstood that in this exchange, Jesus made Peter the
primary apostle. Later, Peter transferred his
authority to another man,

who transferred it to

another, and so on,

down through all the

bishops of Rome, the

successive popes. Other

Christians do not accept Peter’s primacy

or the idea that the pope’s authority can be

traced back in an unbroken line to Peter.

Regardless of whether one believes
in the idea of apostolic succes-
sion, it is good to note the play

on words in the nickname Jesus
gave to Simon. Peter in Greek

is Petros, which is related to

the word petra “rock” This story
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“Who do you say that I am?”
Sheepish Question:

How has your knowledge of God grown in the last
year? And who is the Son of Man?

suggests Peter’s ability to be a rock-solid foundation
for the church. Just a few verses after this reading,
though, Jesus orders Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me” (Mt. 16:23), anoth-
er play on Peter’s “rock” nickname. So Peter, like all
human leaders, has the potential to be a solid founda-
tion for God’s kingdom in the world, and the poten-
tial to be in opposition to that kingdom. Even though
Jesus praises Peter in this story, Peter will always
remain human. The same can be said for every pope
we have ever had.

Questions of the Week

If Peter had a “rocky” nature that had the
potential for greatness, but also could pose
as a stumbling block, what characteristic(s) do you
have which has potential for good but also the
potential for harm?

@ In thinking of church leaders in your
lifetime, who has demonstrated the
ability to be a strong foundation for you and
the greater church? How so?
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