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SOLEMNITY OF THE PENTECOST SUNDAY - YEAR A — MAY 24, 2026

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, May 30 - 6:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Church, Port Felix - ¥For the Faithful
Sunday, May 31 - 9:30 a.m. St. Agnes Hall, Little Dover - tMartha Patricia Kavanaugh
Sunday, May 31 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea, Canso - fPat Vincent Parker

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES -
Thursday, May 28, 2026 - St. Anthony’s Chapel, Canso - NO MASS

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S READINGS — The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit!

The Feast of Pentecost is the commemoration of the descending, indwelling, and
transforming act of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit, whom He
termed the Advocate, the Helper, the Teacher, and the Comforter. This promise was fulfilled
on the day of Pentecost. The consequence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit was indeed
indescribable and dramatic. Each one was able to understand the discourse of the apostles in
his/her own language. This means that the Holy Spirit brings people of all times, races, and
nations together under his wing. The Holy Spirit binds everyone together in perfect unity. It is
in “one Spirit that we are all baptized in one body,” says St Paul. Secondly, the Spirit has
brought the Apostles out from behind closed doors, making them bold and courageous to
speak out in the open about Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of courage and zeal for
God. St Paul tells us in today's second reading that no one can say that Jesus is Lord except
through the Spirit. Thirdly, it is through the working of the Holy Spirit that we can receive the
gift of forgiveness and healing, as Jesus says in today's gospel: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” The question then becomes: Am | aware of the presence and working of the
Holy Spirit in myself and in the Church?

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — 16"/17"" May 2026
1Star of the Sea

Envelopes (25) 460.00
Loose 5.00
Winter Fuel (2) 140.00
Cemetery Fund (4) 170.00
St. Agnes

Envelopes (17) 235.00
Price Bingo Proceeds 1,315.00
Soup Supper Proceeds 733.00
St. Joseph’s

Envelopes (18) 292.00
Loose 35.00
Donation 100.00
Breakfast Proceeds 1,357.00
St. Vincent de Paul

Envelopes (1) 20.00
Initial (1) 10.00

Letter Writing Campaign 3,250.00
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Cemetery Notice — All Parishes: This is a reminder that the Cemetery maintenance fee of
$50.00 is now due. It can be paid in a lump sum or in installments. All support is very much
appreciated.

Confirmation Class Sign-up: We are calling on all parents who have kids between Grades 8
— 12 who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and are willing to do so to register
by calling the Parish Office or sending an email to frjonathan@cansoparishes.org. You can

also sign up by clicking/copying this link - https://forms.gle/R5TtfpdfBxr2wxxG9

Mass at Canso Seaside Manor — This is to inform all the parishioners that might be
interested that we are going to celebrate Mass with our Seniors on the 11™ of June 2026 at
1:30 pm. We couldn’t have it this past week as was earlier scheduled due to some
unforeseen events.

Ministries Schedule — May 31, 2026
Lector — Buzz Lumsden

Cleaners — May 24 — 30 - Irene MacDonald

Money Bingo: Every Sunday. The time is 7:00 pm.
Chase the Ace: This takes place every Thursday @ 7:00-8:00 pm.

Appreciation — Thanks to all who supported our Prize Bingo and Soup Supper fundraising
campaign. We greatly appreciate all your sacrifices and dedication to the success of these
fundraisers.

Bingo Game - Every Saturday, starting at 7:30 pm.

CLUB 7

Peace of Mind Planning with Bruce Mackeen, K.C.

Venue: Port Felix Hall. Time: 11:00 am - Friday, June 5.

Ask & Learn About: Wills, Power of Attorney and Estate Planning. (Light lunch will be served).

St. Vincent de Paul Church: This is to remind the parishioners that the weekend Mass for
St. Vincent de Paul Church will start on the weekend of 6" June, 2026, for the summer
months. The Mass time remains 4:30 pm.

Antigonish Diocese and Latin America
From the Diocesan Latin America Committee:

In the late 1950s through 1960s our Diocese provided spiritual guidance and support by
sending missionary priests to live in Latin America. Their contributions are still felt today in the
Parishes they built. The Credit Union in Latin America is also a testimony to their community
involvement, with the headquarters dedicating their Board rooms to Fathers Hugh Muise,
Bernard MacAdam and Norman MacPhee (pictured above), alegacy to our Diocese
contribution.

The Antigonish Diocese Latin America Committee has been continuing our commitment to the
Poor of Latin America through an ongoing project in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, to provide an
education for girls who are at a disadvantage. The school welcomes young girls and provides
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them with a safe environment and an ongoing education to provide an opportunity for
employment and protect them from exploitation. The project has also entered a new phase;
building houses for homeless families in Tegucigalpa and allowing them to raise their children
in a home, making it possible for them to find employment and educate the children.

Anyone wishing to contribute to this ongoing commitment can do so through their Parish
special envelope; Latin America” or by adding an envelope, clearly labelled Diocese Latin
America Committee, in your Parish collection. God Bless!

Wanda Fedora, Chair
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The Holy Spirit Comes

This Week’s Readings at Mass

» Acts 2:1-11 - Apostles receive the gift of tongues
» 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 - One body in Christ
» John 20:19-23 - "Receive the Holy Spirit”
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If you ask a group of people how the apostles re-
ceived the gift of the Holy Spirit, some will say
through tongues of fire while others will say that
Jesus breathed on them. We get the first image from
today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
The second image comes from John's Gospel. How
the apostles historically received the gift of the Spirit
is less important than what resulted when the Spir-
it filled them. In both stories, the apostles changed
from a group in hiding, fearful for their lives, to
bold and confident proclaimers of God’s great works
through Jesus.

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus breathed on the
apostles just as God breathed life into the first hu-
man. Like the readings from John’s Gospel that we've
heard the last few weeks, Jesus is showing his friends
that he is one and the same as God. Just as the first
human came alive with God’s breath, so the apostles
come alive in a new way when they receive the Holy
Spirit.

Before the coming of the Spirit, they were a fearful,

closed group, hiding out, paralyzed to continue Jesus’

ministry of healing and teaching. Once
Jesus came to them and offered them
his peace and the gift of the Holy ‘%pmt
they immediately transformed.
Rejoicing replaced fear, and
the willingness to move out-
ward to minister to others
replaced their desire for safety.

After Jesus breathed on the
disciples, he tells them,
“Whose sins you forgive
are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are
retained.” This verse is often
interpreted as the origin of
priests” authority to forgive
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“To each individual the manifestation of the
spirit is given for some benefit.”
Sheepish Question:
When, lately, have I felt the Spirit prompting me
in a way that serves others.

sins, but it applies to all of us. Jesus is pointing out
the power we all have in choosing how we respond to
hurt. When we forgive others, we not only free them
from our anger and resentment, we free ourselves
from carrying those emotions. On the other hand, if
we retain someone’s sins by refusing to forgive them,
we are holding ourselves bound by anger, resentment,
blame, and hurt. We are just as much the prisoner

in the relationship. Our refusal to forgive affects not
only the offending person, but us, as well.

Questions of the Week

When have you had the
privileged experience of
s \\‘g—l_j watching someone else move from
fear to courage? How did God/the
Holy Spirit play a role in that?

When have you experienced

freedom by being forgiven
by someone? When have you
been able to free someone else
by offering forgiveness?

Word of the Week « Copyright © 2020 Ann
Naffziger. Published by the Pastoral Center /
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved.




