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22"° SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME YEAR A — AUGUST 30, 2026

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, September 05 - 4:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul, Queensport - ¥For the Faithful
Saturday, September 05 - 6:00 p.m. St. Joseph'’s, Port Felix - fViolet Bellefontaine
Sunday, September 06 - 9:30 a.m. St. Agnes Church Hall, Little Dover - ¥For the Faithful
Sunday, September 06 - 11:00 a.m. Star of the Sea, Canso - tAnne Marie Murphy

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES -
Thursday, September 03 - 6:00 p.m. — St. Anthony’s Chapel, Canso - ¥For the Faithful

REFLECTION ON TODAY'’S READINGS — The Price of Eternal Life!

“What will it profit a person, if he/she gains the whole world and forfeits his/her life?”
These words of Jesus changed the lives of many great people, like St. Ignatius of Loyola and
St. Francis Xavier. There is a proverb that says, “To gain something we have to lose
something.” Our early missionaries who brought the Christian faith to many parts of the
world had to forgo many of the comforts and luxuries of life in order to spread and share the
faith. Blessed Mother Theresa left her job as a teacher of Mathematics in order to take care of
the poor, the needy and the marginalized. This won her the title, “Saint of the Gutters”. What
am | losing and what am | gaining? Am | willing to sacrifice something in order to gain
what is lasting and eternal?

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS —22"/23" August 2026
Star of the Sea

Envelopes (19) 490.00
Winter Fuel (1) 20.00
Loose 20.00
St. Agnes

Envelopes () N/A
St. Joseph’s

Envelopes (21)  Aug 16/26 302.00
Loose 5.00
Envelopes (14)  Aug 23/26 252.00
Loose 5.00
St. Vincent de Paul

Envelopes (1) 15.00
Loose 25.00

Confirmation Class Sign-up: We are calling on all parents who have kids between Grades 8
— 12 who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and are willing to do so to register
by calling the Parish Office or sending an email to frjonathan@cansoparishes.org. You can
also sign up by clicking/copying this link - https://forms.gle/R5TtfpdfBxr2wxxG9



mailto:frjonathan@cansoparishes.org
http://www.cansoparishes.org/

Cemetery Notice — All Parishes: This is a reminder that the Cemetery maintenance fee of
$50.00 is now due. It can be paid in a lump sum or in installments. All support is very much
appreciated.

Wooden Crosses for Unmarked Graves:

This is to once again remind the parishioners that we still have available well-made wooden
crosses that can be used for the graves of our loved ones that have no headstone markers in
the cemetery. Pls feel free to come to the office and pick one, if you wish.

Property & Finance Committee Meeting -
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, 8" September 2026 at 4:00 pm. If you have any issues
that you want discussed, please feel free to contact any member of the committee.

Ministries Schedule — September 06, 2026
Lector — Marie Parker
Cleaners — August 30 — Sept. 05 — “Baker Girls”

Church Steeple Repairs -

This is to inform the parishioners that the wind damage to the church steeple has been
repaired (only that the colour of the shingles used was different). NS Roofing Inc. did this,
and the cost of the repairs was $4,902.00. If anyone wants to help out by making a donation
towards the cost, that will be greatly appreciated.

Club 200 Tickets — This is to inform you that the tickets for this fundraiser will be available
from September 01, 2026, at $70.00 per ticket.

Bingo Game - Every Saturday, starting at 7:30 pm.

Mass Resumption — This is to inform all the parishioners of St. Agnes that our weekend
Sunday Masses will resume next weekend, being the 6" Sept. 2026.

Regatta Proceeds — The proceeds from the Regatta Chocolate Bar Bingo and Chocolate
Wheel were $2,800.00. Thanks so much to the organizers of this fundraiser and to all who
participated.

Every member counts, and this year we want to count everyone. The parish is holding a
census across all our four (4) churches, so we know how many we are and can plan
effectively for the years ahead.

Please spread the word to everyone you know in the parish communities, those you see at
Mass each week and those you haven't seen in a while. Everyone belongs here, and every
name matters. The form takes only about five (5) minutes. You can complete it in either of
three ways:

e Online: Scan the QR code below, or Visit www.parish-census.netlify.app

« On paper: Pick up a printed copy at the back of the church, fill it in, and return it to the
Parish Office.


http://www.parish-census.netlify.app/

August 30, 2026 « 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time * Year A

Losing but Gaining Life

This Week ‘s Readings
Jeremiah 20:7-9 - Jeremiah's conflict » Romans
12:1-2 - Aliving sacrifice

» Matthew 16:21-27 - “Get behind me Satan”

—r2 3 A

at Mass »

One of the reasons that so many Jews of Jesus” day
had trouble accepting him as their Messiah is that
they were waiting for a Messiah who would liberate
their country from their Roman occupiers with mil-
itary strength. Not only did Jesus not train an army
against the current empire, but he also taught non-vi-
olent resistance against the Romans. He showed his
willingness to suffer at the hands of the religious
leaders rather than retaliate. Many people couldn’t
wrap their minds around such a leader. (The Newber-
ry Medal book, The Bronze Bow, by Elizabeth George
Speare, depicts this well.) In this passage, we see Peter
resist this idea too.

Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends. Who can fault
him for not wanting to see Jesus suffer and die? Who
among us would have wanted to see Mahatma Gand-
hi or Martin Luther King, Jr. or Oscar Romero suffer
and die because of their unwavering commitment to
justice and love for all peoples? It is a natural human
response to instinctively want to save our lives and
save the lives of our loved ones. Yet Jesus (and Gand-
hi, King, and Romero) was guided by something
higher than an instinct for self-preservation. He un-

[“ 1y PRAY;
2) COVER HEAD WIiTH CLOSTH;
3) RoB BANK. ~
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“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
you may discern what is the will of God.”

Sheepish Question:

How do some “easy steps” to attaining worldly
desires lead me astray from following Jesus?

BRING You MoNEY
AND/oR_FAME- i
THREE. EASY STefs. ..

derstood that something even greater could come out
of suffering and death—new life. Jesus’ resurrection
unleashed a force of love that has forever changed
history because Jesus was willing to die rather than
have God overpower human free will and save him
from the cross.

We can try to avoid suffering, preserve our life as we
know it, and “gain the whole world” in riches and
security, but ultimately that will kill our souls. Jesus
doesn’t teach that the point is to suffer for the sake

of suffering, but that when pain comes to us, as it
inevitably will, we can face it head-on rather than run
from it. Then, in losing our lives, we will eventually
discover that we have found new life.

Questions of the Week

Share about a time when you saw or
experienced new life come out of someone’s
suffering.

How might God be inviting you to deny
yourself or take up your cross now so that
you can gain new life?

Word of the Week « Copyright © 2020 Ann Naffziger. Published by the
Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved.




